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BY WALTER SCOTT. 


‘Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of themthat slept!” 
—1 Cor. xv. 20. Pact. 


NO. 12.) CINCINNATI, DECEMBER 7, 1835. (VOL. IV 


QUERY. 
Can a number of discipics meetin a church capacity to worship God and attend te 
the ordinances without Elders and Bisheps? Joun Dratr. 
Seuta Butler, New York. 
ANSWER. 


In regard to the government of the church, much darkness still hangs over Many 
points of the subject. It is admitted almost universally by our brethren, that our gor- 
ernors are to be called Bishops, Overseers or Elders: and the servants of the church 
Deacens; also that they are tv be such men as are described "by [aul in his letters to 
Timothy and Titus. 

The church can enjoy no greater blessing on earth than ‘Pastors who shall feed | er 
with knowledge and understanding; nothing therefore should be allowed to imer- 
cept the appearance of these officers in the church, and nothing should be done 
by partiality to cause these officers to appear in the church sooner than they ought to ap- 
pear; forto have bible names without bible things is most ¢istracting and dangerous. 
to have men wearing the name of President, or Eider, or Overseer,or the more pompous 
name of Bishop, without the qualities of such an officer, and shorn of all those respon- 
sibilities which attach to him, is most unfortunate—unfortunate for the man —unfortu- 
nate for the church. | 

Bishops cannot be obtained as scripture directs but by a probationary course, in those 
who aspire to the office, which, the Apostle says, is a good work, and those who 
would esercise the duties of the office must first prove themselves worthy and capable: 
but this cannot be done unless an opportunity is afforded them; and this again cannot 
he afforded them but by the disciples’ assembling in a church capacity and attend 
ing to every ordinance of public worship. The churches of Crete, of Ephesus, and all 
the lesser Asia seem to have assembled before they had Elders ordained in them; at 
least they are styled churches before the jeation of those officers; and why they 
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should be styled churches, if they did not attend to the ordinances 
which the Apostle delivered to all churches, it would be difficult 
todivine. Ifthey attended to no ordinances they were unworthy of 
thename of churches, and if they did, then they did it without 
Elders; and if they attetided to one ordinance they must have at- 
tended toall; for they areall equally sacred, and all of them equal- 
ly easy of administration. To preside inthe Lord’s Supper is 
an eesy matter; mencan do this who cannot teach; men can do 
this though they cannot rule the church in the scripture sense of 
the word rule. 

The church then is permitted to enjoy the ministration of Bish- 
ops so soon as men capable of filling the episcopa‘e can be obtain- 
ed; but she is also permited to attend to the worship of God with- 
out these officers and before she does obtain them. This is that 
incipient state of things over which difficulties are seen chiefly to 


hang. 

What then are the brethren to do when they assemble for the 
worship of God before the church has obtained Elders? They 
are to dothe best they can. The order of tl:e meeting is first pray- 
ers, supplications, and thanksgiving for all men, kings, and all who 
are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peacable life under 
them in all godliness and honesty ; for this is good and acceptable 
to God our Saviour, who will have all men to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth, 1 Tim. Let the person who can 
thus pray, pray. | 

Then comes the reading of the Apostles and Prophets. Let 
such ascan read, read. 

Then enters the teaching and exhortation derived from that read- 
ing. Let him that exhorts attend on exhortation and him who 
teaches on teaching. Is there any difficulty in all this? 

Then comes the Lord’s Supper; let the man who can preside in 
this ordinance do it; and those, who can wait upon him and assist 
him, wait upon and assist him, 

Finally the contribution for the poor. Let those who are able 
and willing to do this do it; and let those who distribute this mer- 
cy of the church do it cheerfully and without partiality. Now if we 
do these things as well as our gifts will enable us to do them, all 
willbe well; Lut we are apt, very apt to create to ourselves difh- 
culties by our impatience; and when we cannot obtain such men 
as scripture describes, we set up shaddows of the thing or make offi- 
cers,seven of whom shorn of all responsibility would scarcely make 
one shadow of a true bishop. 
_ During this incipient stage of the church’s history we are very 
_ apt to run into extremes. Sometimes we will elect a great crowd 
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of non-descripts or innominati who are all to attend to the same 
things in rotation; these at some meetings exceed in number the 
other disciplesand bring a person in mind of the little child who, 
whenreturning from a muster where her father had been elected 
corporal, said to her mother, mother, are we all corporals?— 
One good commander is worth twenty corporals; and one or two 
officers with all power and the confidence of the disciples, are 
better than a hundred officers with no power. ‘The fewer officers 
the better. A little authority like a little learning isa dangerous 
thing. Better have one or two laborers than twenty loiterers.— 
The human. bedy has but one Bishop the head, and four deacons 
the hands and feet. Give men nothing to do, and they will do 
nothing until they quarrel; give them plenty to. do and they will 
have no time to quarrrel. 
‘Toattend to the business ofa true pastor or bishop is an arduous 
task; such a person will always find that his private intercourse 
with the disciples will be not less important to their spiritual wel- 
fare than his public officiations. He ought to hold the pulse of the 
congregation and know how the life’s blood circulates in every 
part. He ought to be intimately acquainted with the spiritual con- 
dition of evey individual, and be the religious instructor of all the 
families in the congregation, watering the plants of God, cherish- 
ing ineach individnal his peculiar gifts, and causing, by diligent 
culture, the whole garden of God to bloom—to bear—to flourish. 
Such men too will on the general always be more easily to be 
obtained than disciples will be anxious to obtain them. When 
Paul and Barnabas made a tour froin Antioch into the lesser Asia, 
they planted churches in all their route, and retracing their steps 
appointed elders in every church and so returned to Antioch whence 
they had set out. 
This shews that churches may soon obtain Elders if they are 
disposed to have them. Paul and Barnabas could not have been 
long on their journey, as may be seen bya reference to the history 
of it, in Acts, chapters 13, 14. But we are not always disposed 


to purchase by our money the service of such individuals,and there 


fore we make every apology for not having Bishops. Let all the 
churches attach to the episcopal office an emolment which will 
admit that officer the Bishop to give himself dilligently to the word 
and work of the Lord, and then say whether there is any difficulty 
in getting Bishops. When God sends a mouth he sends something 
tc fillit. [cannot with some believe that this Bishop’s office is so 
wonderful a matter. God is the author of it and he intended it to 
he filled, and to be filled with the saints too, not with angels, and 
archangels. When oneman reads Paul’s account of a bishop, he is 
avery good, careful loving, desirable, communicative man, such 
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as we not unfrequentl y meet inthe middle rank of society. But 
letanother read Paul’s words, and the Bishop and the Bishop’s 
office dilate and wear a very different form; the office has a pul- 
pitand the officer is a youth warm from the cells of the University. 
Again let the Archbishop of Canterbury, Eng. lecture on Paul’s 
Bishop, and then he is a perfect pundite, one of the literati, skilled 
iathe AncientLanguages and writing, or having written, theses on 
both natural and moral science. i 

But shew me a man who loves my person and seeks the salva- 
tionof my soul before God; one who will meet me at my own fire- 
side with all my house and ‘speak of Heaven and Heavenly things: 
one who, like the fire round which we sit, can sparkle, or 
giow, or shine in the things of the new instituion; one who will feed 
me. feed my children, feed my house with the bread of Heaven 
and give old and voung their meat in due season; who purges me 
from darkness by showing me the true light, purifies me from evil 
by teaching me the good; leads me from the world by leading me to 


God and to Jesus Christ our Lord; I say shew me sucha man,and 


be he lettered or unlettered, married or unmarried, voung.or_old, 
I will show you the man whom I would take for my Bishop, and 
whom in the language of the holy Apostle [ will freely and gladly 
make ‘a partaker of all good things.” 

During the incipient condition of the church then, if Deacons are 
chosen to attend to the temporalities, the elevation of men to the 
Bishop's office must be deferred till such charactersas are spoken 
of by Paul make their appearance among us; and in the meantime 
let the way to that office be kept open; let us elect no substitute, 
lest we impede the progress of such as the holy spirit designs toset 
over ihe church of God which he has purchased with his own blood ; 
letus all do the best we can;let us teach if w2 can teach, exhort it 
we can exhort,read if we can read, pray if we can pray, preside it 
we can preside; and give if we can give; and who knows, if we dis- 
pise not the day of small things, but some of us may be smit with the 
love of the Bishop’s office with all its cares and responsibilities, and 
so set out as probationers to prove to all that we are both capable 
and worthy of the office and so purchase to ourselves this high de- 
gree in the faith of Jesus. Every thing in discipline can be done 
¥ Select comimittees. 

It isa great matter for each individual not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly; a little 
talent, like a little power or a little lenrning i is a dangerous thing; 
and some people make great puzzles of plain cases, and mighty 
splutters in fair weather. One of the most exalted virtues 1s to es: 
teem others better than ourselves; to set a proper estimate upon 
others; toseek the good,and comfortof others,tor a brute beast can 
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love itself. Let me close this piece with the words of Peter. The 
Elders which are among you I exhort, who also aman elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of the Messiah, and also a partaker of the 
glory that shall be revealed. Feed the flock of God that is among 
you taking the oversight thereof not by constraint, but willingly ; 
not for filthy lucre, but’ of a ready mind; neither as being Lords 
over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock; and when 
the chief’ Shepherd shall appear ye shall receive a crownof glory 
which fadeth not away. EDITOR. 


BAPTISM FOR REMISSION. 


| Dr. Fishback of Lexington, Ky. argued that baptism for remis- 
| sion was intended for the Jews only; that the house of Cornelius 
received the Holy Spirit before baptism and consequently the 
remission of sins also, and that therefore Cornelius and his house 
were not bap'ised for the remission of sins; finally that we are not 
‘* te be baptised for remission of sins. 

Allthisis confuted in an argument by one of the brethren as 
follows. ‘The repentance and remission which was to be preached 
in all the world was first to be preached at Jerusalem. What 
then was the remission proclaimec at Jerusalem? [t was remis- 
sion by baptism. Baptism for remission then in connection with 
repentance is to be preached inthe name of Jesus Christ to all 
| nations. ‘This is conclusive. Enrror. 


| MIRACLES. 


2. Can we in these last days claim this promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit? 
I answer unhesitatingly yes. **Forthe promise (of he Holy Spirit, or the gift 
ofthe Holy Spirit,) is to you, (Jews) and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, (the Gentiles, Eph. ii, 17) even as many asthe Lord our God shall 
(all those to whoin the word of God shall be proclaimed.) Ifwe can- 
not claim this promise, which in the whole book of God,can wéclaim? Surely, 
none can be more definite, unless it, be Luke xi. }3. “If ye, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly 
Father, give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? ) 
If we understand the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts ii. 39 as some do, that 't 
means the miraculous gifts only bestowed on them by the Holy Spirit: ther, the 
promise of these gifts ts yet good to al! ; to whom the gospel is preached, This 
promise of the Spirit was made by the Father through the prophet Joel to all 
flesh, Gentile as well as Jew; their sons and daughters should prophesy, their 
24% 
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young men should see visions, and the old men shall dream dreams; and on my 
servants, and on my hand-maidens I will pour out in those days, my spirit; 
and they shall prophesy, saith the Lord. The promise of God by Joel and 
Peter, is to all flesh ; and these words are always used, both in the New and Old 
Testament, to include all men without limitation. Gen. vi. 13. vii. 21, ix. 11 — 
——215. Num, xvi. 22. xxvii. 16. Job xxxiv. 15. Ps. cxxxvi. 25, Isia xxxx. 
15. Ps. cxxxvi. 25. Isaixxxx.5, 6. 1 Pet. i.24, Isai xxxxix. 26. Exzk. 
xxi. 5, Isai !xvi. 16-23. Jer. xxxii. 27. xxxxv.5. Ezek. xx.48. Zech. 
ii, 13. Luke iii. 6. comp. Isai liii. 10. These are abundantly sufficient to 
establish the point, that the promise is to all mankind without exception, But 
— Jet it be well understood, that this promise, as well as every other, is giren to 
them that believe and obey. Gal iii. and Acts vy. 


Obj. If this be fact, then the promise of God has failed; for miracles have 
long since ceased in the church. 

Ans. “Is God unfaithful, who has promised? Shall their unbelief make the 
faithfulness of God without effect? God forbid ; yea let God be true, and every 
manaliar.”? Ofold Jesusin a certain place could do no mighty works because 
of the unbelief cf the people. May not the unbelief ofthe people now be the 
cause, why such works are not dove? ‘According to your faith, so be it unto 
you.”’ Isthere no danger in attempting to accommodate the scriptures to our 
apostate state? May not this yet be done in this particular case! | 

Obj. 2. Tbe scriptures are abundantly confirmed, and need not the aid of 
more miracles to establish their truth, 

Ans. The scriptures of the Old Testament were abundantly confirmed, by 
miracles by Moses and the prophets; yet they were continued in Israel tll the 
Lord took them away fortheir sin. Isai. iii. 1,2. ‘The prophets under the Oli 
Testament never introduced a new law, nor attempted to comfirm any such Jaw 
by miracles, ‘They prophesied, and wrought miracles to arrest, and fix the at. 
tention of the people to these laws already given by Moses, and confirmed.— 
So we should expect no gifts in oder to confirm new revelations, but to arrest, 
and fix the attention of the world to that given by Christ and his apostles. Was 
there ever a day, in which such gifts were more needed than the present? The 
wicked would are asleep on the very eve ofa tremenduous revolution : the chris. 
tian world, divided into contentious sects, which are busily engaged to establisi 
themselves, and their dogmas, and to fight against, and destroy each other.— 
Their conduct has hardened the wicked world, and driven them in thousands to 
infidelity, and skepticism: what can we do forthem? How quickly would 
miracles arrest their attention! But you may say, ‘J he world is to be converted 

‘by the unity of believers. Granted; but the present race of believers must be 
converted themselves, before they will unite. Itis as hard wconvert the present 
race of sectarian believers to truth, and unity, as to convert a sinner from the 
errorof his ways. If Paul incognito were present, avd should preach the 

ancient gospel to the different sects; he would be opposed by all, Should he 
~ Teason with them, and tell them, that they we:ecamal, and walked as meu, 
because of their divisions; that they must be united, that there must be no divis- 
ions among them, he would bedreated with contempt, But should he work 
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miracles hefore them, such as he wrought on earth, they would yield; and 
wothing else seems able to effect this much desired object. 

Obj. 3. These gifis were designed to continue no longer than the time when 
the saints should all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of theson 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the statue of the fulness of 
Christ.” Eph. iv. 8—I3. 

Ans. ls the church come to this state yet? Who will dare affirm it?— 
Never wastherea time when she was more distant from it. She had not 
arrived at this happy state in the days of the apotles; for the several gifts enumer- 
ated by Paul were then extant, as apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teach. 
ers, miracles, etc. and such were exhorted by him Rom. xii.) to be diligent in 
their several callings: Ifin the days of the apostles the church had not arrrived 
at this perfect state, so as to have no more need of these gifts when, or at what 
period did she arrive at it? When had she no teachers, pastors, nor evangelists, 
nor any need of them? I answer without fear ot contradiction ; at no period 
from that day tothe present, Yetsheneeds these gifts, and, therefore, is not 
perfect. From this pssage some may have concluded, that there is no more 
need of preachers, or teachers, or evangelists; and, therefore, they ought not to 
be countenanced assuch. Their argument is good, provided they prove that 
the church is perfect, and United: ‘Till this be done it is light as air. 

Obj. 4. But Paul says, miracles shall cease; “But whether there be proph- 
ecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there 
be knowledge, it shall vanish away. But charity never fails.’ 1. Cor. 
xiii 8. | 

Ans. I ask, When shall these miracles cease? The appotles answers, 
“When that which is perfect is come.”?> When that period shall come, there 
will be no necessity for them. But we have seen, that ume has pever yet come; 
nor Can we expect it in this state of mortality. 


Obj. 5, Impostors always pretend to work miracles to confirm their impcsi- 
tions, | 


Ans. Counterfeits cannot nulify that which is genuine, though they may 
excite suspicion.”’ 


| OBSERVATIONS ON THE ABOVE. 


The Answers to the questions in the above extract, are al! 
founded upon the misapprehension, that every one who receives 
the Holy Spirit must of needs be able to work miracles. Did 
John the Baptist work miracles? No. It is said that John 
wreught no miracles. A person then may have the spirit of God 
--the holy spirit, and yet work no miracle; for John was filled 
with the Holy Spirit from his mothers womb. All the men’ of 
faith from Abel to Abraham and from Abraham to Moses and 
thence to John the Baptist must needs have partaken of the spirit 
of God, and all the first Christians, we know, enjoyed this gift by 

_the termsof the new covenent; but did all the Patriarchs, Jews, 
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and primitive Christians who partook of this favour; work mira- . 


cles? No. ‘The apostle asks the same question. “Do all ner | 
miracles”? Strongly implying they donot. 

But do christians work miraclesnow ? they do not. What is the 
reason? ‘The writer of the extract, who is our resvected : brother 
Stone, is inclined to suspect their faith. But rather than suspect 
the faith of:all the saints who have lived since the days of miracles, 
and all who now hve, and especially higown faith, would much 
prefer suspecting his reasoning. orees not suspect his faith, 


but [suspect bis reasoning. 


When the writer was proclaiming on the Western Reserve in 
1827 or 8 a brother came to him and said he ought to work mir-_ 
acies. ‘Lhe writer answered he could not; but said he,after some 
few words on the subject, there needs be no arguing on this matter ; 
[cannot work miracles, ii vou ean, go to and do so. I shall 
preach the gospel. ‘T'nis is the best way to test men’s talking: 
about miracles, | 

1 am sorry tosay that the Mormans are publicly making a very 
great ado about brother Stone’s piece. We would have expected 
more consideration from one of his grave rank among the Breth- 
ren, ‘Those who wait for our haling are rejoiced by such false 
steps. 1 would tirst have spoken of this thing priv ately, but: the 
piece referred to is its self public and it behoves us in this case to 

express our decided disapprobation of it. We dont believe that any 
of all who talk about miracles can work one. I would have 


enough ado to believe a miracle if] saw it; but it is altogether too 


much toask me to believe i When the person pretending to the 
power will not work one. Eprror. 


THE CRISIS. 


BY A. N. FILLMORE. 


Now for the remedy, for it is vain to discover a malady, and prescribe no cure. 
Af there be nove then this whole nation must cringe, and take off their bats, 


» and bow, and kiss the feet ofsovereignty, and renounce all their rights, be the 

_ slaves of tyrants, and be stamped into the dust, Put we have help, and that 
abundant; aad im entering upon it we inténd to step with caution; but knowing 
that free discussion is our prerogative, we come to it with boldness. 


Before entering direcdy the we would offer a few remarks neg- 


First. ‘Their should ‘never be violated. Let it be forever 
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here, and that we have no fetters to bind the consciences of men. Our great 
charter of liberty, which says that “congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” is just as it 
should be. May thispoint ever be guarded with care, for if we are driven from 
our moorings here, we know not where the winds and waves may carry us.— 
We have observed that popish politics and religion are amalgamated ; thus they 
both unite in making the following assertions :—“fleretics, ifitcan be done, aie 
doubtless to be extirpated, but if it cannot be done, en account of their being 
Stronger than we, it will be best to refrain.’ ‘*He isa heretic who opposes the 
“Roman Church, and takes away its dignity ; or who thinks differently from the 
Roman Church concerning any article of faith.’ “Hereticscan lawfully be 
excommunicated, as all acknowledge, therefore they may be put to death.’— 
* All Catholics teach thatit is lawful to deliver up an incorrigible heretic to the 
secular power, and that he cught to be burned.” 

These are quotations from popish authors, and Tecan prove it; but if we can 
preserve their religious privileges inviolate, and atthe same time prevent their 
political claims from injuring us, our desired object is accomplished. This we 
should ofright have—we the people of the aation demand it, we mustand will 
haveil: 

Secondly. We should not prohibit their right of suffrage. By the constitu- 
tion, “congress have power to establish a uniform rule of raturalization,”” and 
that rule is, tbat the alien shall have dec!ared on oath in some court of record in 
the United States, three years at least before his admission, that it was his intea 
tion to become a citizen of the United States, and to renounce for ever all aie- 
giance to any foreigu Prince, and that he will support the constitution of the 
United States, &c., (Act of April 1802, vol. vi. p. 74.—Abridgement of 
the laws ofthe United States. p. 309.) | , 
Thus it is their privilege to become voters soon after their arrival here, and it 
snould not be denied to Catholicks more than to Protestants. The time mzy 
however come,and perhaps soon, when cougress will find it best to require a 
longer time, and better assurance of fidelity to the constitution and laws, for 
the naturalization of all foreigners, than it now does. 

Thirdly. Neither should we require of them asa dencmination, an oath of 
allegiance, for what would thatavail? tis unsafe forthis nation to msk thei 
libesties upon the oaths of papists; first, because they profes that no heretic can 
adinixister an oath that will be biading upon them; and secondly, because if it 
should be considered by them valid, and be violated, their priests will pardon 
the crime of perjury for money. Supposing we should require an oath of alle- 
giance to this country from all Roman Catholics, how easily could the pope 
absolve the officers of state, and all its subjects from those oaths, and annul 
thei acts of government, ashe did in the case of Queen Elizabeth and Dow 
Pedro, if he saw it best for his own despotic interest. ‘The editor of the **Down- 
fall of Babylon,’a gentleman well acquainted with the internal regulations 
and corruptions of popery, says Vol. i. No.9, **What safety can there be in 
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the testimony of the subjects ofa Church which teaches that it is lawful to kill a 
false accuser, false witness, and even the judge from whom a sentence is feared 
which will endanger life, honor, or even property, if otherwise there is no other 
way left for the innocent to escape! This is the express doctrine taught by the 
Romish Chorch, and ifcalled upon, I am ready to prove it before the world.” 
He then does show where that evidence is to be found—among their own 
authors, 

Again, I have heard the superintendant of a large gang of Irish Catholic 
laborers on a canal, assert that he could bring tem to the election, and have 
them vote en mass, according to his direction, and when they came, the honest 
yeomanry cha!lenged them, when they immediately swore in their votes, counter 
testimony being inadmissable; and if they had been indicted for perjury, their 
fellow papists would probably have swornall clear. Therefore the public safety 
cannot be firmly established upon the oaths of Roman Catholics. 

We come now to speak positively of the remedy. In all republican govern- 
ments, the great engine for removing national evils is pudlie opinion, and until 
the attention of the land isdirected to this point nothing can be acomplished.— 
When the nation is well advised of the dangerous tendency of popery, the ener- 
gies of all evangelical Protestant denominations in America should be enlisted, 
to form societies “to promote the gospel among foreigners in the United States,” 
and missionaries should be sent, and where they cannothave access by preaeh- 
ing, laymen should be appointed to read to them the Scriptures, teach their 
schools, and exhort them to practical piety. 

2. ‘The Scriptures should be published in their native language, and through 
the medium of Bible societies, a copy should be presented to every Rom sh fam- 
ily in the nation that will receive them. 

3. Every American periodical friendly to republican institutions, should exert 
its influence to repel thiscommon enemy to the sacred rights of men. Let no 
editor suppose fur a moment that he has no part to actin this momentous ques- 
tion, for we al] owe our liberties to the rising generation, and should guard them 
with a watesful eye. Let popish darkness be everywhere exposed, and the story 
of its native ugliness everywhere related, that it may be everywhere despised. 

4. As they have such a vast array of colleges and seminaries, let us be excited 
to emulation, and erect two to their one throughout the nation, which we can 
do, for we can do many things ov a mure economical plan than they can, when 
they have to raise their money and then cross the Atlantic before they can 
expend it,and then pay it out for all their materials, besides paying the exor- 
bitant salaries of their increasing rapacious priests. 

5. Another plan will tend to foil their efforts still more hint which is 
to patronize Protestant schools. Let no father be so unwise as to send his sons 
to a popish seminary, because it is cheaper, or to sacrifice his daughters to 
Moloch to save inoney. ‘T’hese professedly cheap schools will be found the 
dearest in the world, for according to their own statements, their education “ends 
by converting them,”’ which means, bringing them over to the Roman Catholic 
faith. When thus converted, as they term it, they become the victims of popish 
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intrigue, the females are often seMuced intoa nunnery, which they find, when 
too late, to be a prison for the unwary, conducted by tyrants, and when aban- 
doned to despair they give up all for lost, and become the wretched dupes of a 
licentious priesthood, But these remedies may all be used to their utmost, and 
still the nation ruznec. There is not efficacy enough in all these prescriptions 
to stay the tyrant hands of the despots of Europe a moment. These slow and 
easy exertions would only sharpen their intellects in their deeds of darkness and 
would assuredly lead them on to more daring atrocities. ‘The remedy of Brutus 
‘ is good, excellent, but its results are too distant for the present emergency.— 
Something more efficient must be done, and done now, or the liberties of this 
nation will soon fly like chaff, and be like an ancient story, half forgotten—likea 
meteor that rose, and shone, and blazed, and enlightened the world, and fell in 
midaight da:kness. Bv the constitution of the United States, art. i. sec. 9 
migration is not prohibited prior to the year 1808, and by this we infer that con- 
gress recognizes the prerogative which it has, and of right ought to have, to pro- 
, hibit the migration of foreigners to this country. 
It is no usurpation of the rights of Austria for us fo say, that the rubbish of 
those cities shall not come and inhabit our lands. Now wehave one alterna- 
tive in this alarming crisis, and one only, and that is to prohibit the migration 
of foreigners to this country in toto. 

Let the pope of Rome know, and know assuredly, too that we will net have 
the ruffians of his realms here, disturbing our peaceful repose, threatening us from 
Bares their presses, overawing us at our elections, and mobbing us in our churches in 
thishappy land. Our liberties are deartous. For them our fathers bled, and 
we their sons must sustain them, and though this will be called a rash step, it is 
4 the only one safe and tenable in the present exigency. ‘To this course it will 
de objected. 


| First. ‘That this nation cannot be called a land of liberty if all men are pot 

permitted to come aud enjoy it. In answer, it cannot be in fact a land of liberty 
long, if we slumber in quietness, and permit a band of usurpers to come and take 
itaway. 

Qdiy. Itis said that “foreigners are needed to excavate our canals in time of 
peace and soldiers in war.’’ We reply, that we have enough of that class of 
| people among us already. Ourcanals and railroads can attest to that fact.— 
| Instead of needing more of the desperadoes of Ireland and Switzerland, those 
| now here are amoth to us. ‘They usually lurk around our cities, perform ser- 
vile drudgery, and are a disgrace to the nation. If we should be involved in 
war,&c. we would not depend npon them a moment. Of wnat use were the 
| Hessians to the British in the time of the American revolution? Infinitely 
more than Papists would be to us, especially if the contest involved the interests 
| of the Pope of Rome. 

Thirdly. Itis thought they are needed to settle in our westem country: 
but matter of fact assuresus that they do not go forth like men, and clear up 
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our new lands, fertelize the soil, build school houses, and become the stamina of 
the republic; but, on the contrary, by their corrupt morals and intemerance, 
they retard the prozress of our western settlements. 

A fourth objection is, that it would prevent Protestant emigration, as_ well 
as Catholic. © We would respond that the Protestant migration is now very 
limited, while the Popish is overwhelming; and we can easily forego the 
little inconvenience of the former, for the sake of availing ourselves of the great 
national benefits of the latter, and to prohibit.one and not the other would be 
constitutional, 


The fifth objection, the loudest of all, is, that “this nation, however anxious, 


cannot obtain a vote in congress to prohibit emigration.’ it is insisted that 


popish ‘funds and influence are soabundant in Washington, that their power is 
irresistible, and that however patriotic the members may be at home, when 
they set foot into the capito!, their patriotism is withered. But Iam not pre- 
pared to assent to that statement. I believe that this nation has yet sufficient 
political rectitude in this severe trial of the strength of our republic, to present a 
petition to congress long enough to reach from St. Louis to Washington, if need 
be; one, which in its consequences shall shake the Vatican itself to its 
very centre, and that this country has yet enough of the spirit of the fathers 
of the revolution to elect a congress that will obey the voice of ils con- 
stituents—therefore, as the palladium of our rights declares that “congress shal! 
make no law abridging the rights of the people peaceably to assemble and pe- 
tition the government for the redress of grievances,” let a petition be drawn in 
every “town in the nation, and Jet every civil officer, and every man, feeling an 
interest in the welfare of the institutions of the country, be vigilantin the en- 
terprise, and circulate the said petition, presenting it to every republican for his 
suffrage, requesting the next congresss to pass a bill unmediately lo prohibil 
emigration. Weclose by offering a few reasons why such a prohibition should 
be‘made | 

First. Because foreign paupers are an immense and increasing tax upon us. 
We learn from respectable authority, that inthe Philadelphia Alins House, more 
than three fourths of the inmates are foreigners, whoare permitted to land in the 
Delaware, aud come almost directly from the ship board to the Alms House: 
and that iv the Boston Dispensary, Fort Hill Dispensary, Fort Hill District, for 
the year ending September 30th 15d4, out of 153 patients, 129 were destitute 
foreigners; and in Broad street district out of 224 patients, 212 were foreigners, 
thatitis the ratioof 2901. And we learn too that this evil is fast increasing, 
that in Boston, although the native population has largely increased in the city 
in five years,in the Alms House it has diminished, while the number of 
foreigners there have more than doubled! ‘This is perhaps a fair specimen of the 
statistics of pauperism in the country. We are becoming the receptacle of the 


vagrants and vagabonds of all Europe; they are flowing in upon us not only — 


from the Atlantic coasts, but from Canada, by tens of thousands; vast num- 
bers annually land in Quebec, and come immediately to our cities to be sup. 
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ported! And here they are a filthy festering mass, decreasing our nation- 
al strength, and diminishing the value of our benevolent institutions. Our cities 
are groaning under the burden. I have now before me documents from anum- 
ber of the largest of them, complaining of the enormous expense incurred on 
account of forign paupers. And if hisholiness the pope should send us over 
the 4 or 500,000 of his rubbish which wé expect this season, we shall be well 
supplied with objects for all ourcharity. European papers state that an unusu- 
ally large emigration to America may be expected this soason, and Blackwood’s 
Magazine for January recommends; as-the policy of the government towards 
Ireland, to “give ready vent to the starving multitudes of the poor, in gratuitous 
foreign emigration.» They know full well whom to send, viz: those whose 
absence will benefit them, and whose presence will injure us, those riotous des- 
peradoes who, in consequence oftheir vices, cannot support themselves there.— 


They are chiefly popish vagabonds, who come to be supported by us till they 
acquire power to (lestroy us. 


An editor in New-York says, **Among the multitudes of paupers which now 
erowd our city, ninety out of a hundred (as [am assured by the visiting com- 
missioners of the Alms House) are members of the Romish Church.” Again 
he inquired, **Will you gratuitously appropriate the public funds to foreign sub- 
jects, whe, feeding on your bounty, thirst for your blood? Will you encourage 
their asylums for the prost. tution of our people toa foreign potentate, who, when 
his power and influence increase, will rush upon you like a savage monster, 
and by his spirituai authority teach you that heretics are not to live?” 

A second reason for this prohibition is because they propagate epidemics.— 
We have no evidence that the cholera would ever have reached our shores if it 
had not been brought from the old world; and when it was seated upon ou, 
coast, the filth, and intemperance of the foreign banditti retained the con- 
tagion. 

In those perilous times we have had to keep hospitals and boards of health az 
our own expense, to preserve the lives of our own population, and then vast 
multitudes of our best citizens have been hurried to an untimely grave on their 
account; and if they are permitted without restraint to come by thousands and 
tens of thousands as formerly, we may probably expect the samme pestilence in 
subsequent years. 

Thirdly. [ challange the world to produce a single substantial argument te 
show that a continuance of their emigration would be of any benefit to us,— 

Most of them would be useless in peace, and worse than -uselss in war, We 
have altogether too many of them now, they are an increasing Curse to us, and 
long have been, and if three-fourths of those sent here with the last four years 
were in their native country, it would very much benefit the nation. 

Lastly. ‘The immense tide of emigration is unsafe to our national freedom, 
and should be suspended. Every minor consideration should be yielded up, 
when the liberties of the nation, the pride and wonderof the world, are ia 
danger. When we see them annually crowding our coaste by hundreds of 
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thousands, and view their interests on the side of despotism, their hostilities to 
libera) governments, with hints and thrusts at its subversion, their concert of 
action, their licentious habits, their tyranical and ritotous conduct, in conjunc- 
tion with their heinous vices; when we behold their Jesuit intrigue, every where 
notorious, constantly and successfully grasping for wealth and power, their 
desperate rush to monopolize the education of the rising generation, their strict 
adherence to the inquisition, together. with the fearful state of political affairs in 
this nation, and their pretended right to universal empire—every soul in which 
palpitates the love of liberty, should awake to sustain its country’s honor, every 


heart in which freely flows one drop of freedom’s righteous blood should throb, 


and arouse as from the verge of general ruin, and rallying around the standard 
of its country’s sacred rights, should swell the clarion of alarm, and cry with a 
voice of thunder, Let those ferocious beasts of prey stay in their native dens. 

The eyes of all nations are upon us. The men of earth stand by to behold the 
contest. This struggle decides the destiny of the world, for it is the last despair- 
ing stab of expiring despotism. Kings and emperors, on their rotten thrones, 
tremble at the issue. Should we loose the day, all is gone. The stupendous 
bulwarks of civil freedom, now towering to the stars, and blazing through the 
astonishing world, will tumble down to dust, and leave despairing man to grope 
with tyrants through midaight darkness. Should we prevail, the earth is free.— 
The bird of night, which for so many centuries has flapped its raven wings over 
a benighted world, will cease to flutter. Despotion with its bloody appendages 
must and will come down, 

* And freedom raise her holy head 
Overa fallen ryrant then.” 

This will convince man, in search of long lost freedom, that this republic has 
liberty or death forever inscribed upon the bearts of all her sons; and that single 
act of congress may turin the half poised scale, crumble despotism to atoms, and 
ve hailed by succeeding generations asthe heaven-born era of the emarcipation 
vf man, and illumination of the world, 


CATHOLOCISM. 


‘Tho writer of the above piece with nriny others of our fellow 
citizens, 1s justly alerined at the fearful multiplication of Catho- 
lies in these United States. The present goverament is wholly 
the offspring of Protestant principles, and therefore may with all 
propriety be styled a Protestant government, and ths whole nation 
a Protestant Republic. ‘The introduction of anv materials there- 
fore, in the character of citizens, which may endanger it as such, 
ought to be provided against. ‘The writer in order to stop the 
introduction of Papis's into the country would provide that all for- 
eign emigration be interdicted wholly. This will never do. ‘The 
Protestants seek this country as an asylum from tyranny, and not 
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unfrequently from the tyranny of Popery itself; for the Pope is 
as complete a despot a3 exists on earth; nay he is the greatest even 
as he is the most dangerous despct on earth; for he enslaves 
both the bodies and souls of men. Other tyrants, as the King of 
Prussia, &c., sometiines seek the elevation of the public mind 
by schools &c; but the Pope’s maxim is “Ignorance is the parent 
of devotion:”” And theretore he refuses the use of the holy scrip- 
tures to the people, which use is a first principle in Protestant 
liberty, and that which sowed the light out of which arose our 
transcendantly graod government and nation of the United 
States. | 

Our government then is the rightful inheritance of every Prot- 
estant who would escape from the old world and its tyrants, 
whether Popes or Princes. 

But the Pope is a Prince; and here it is that every court of law 
in the United States may meet the Catholic emigrant with success, 
and debar him the right of citizenship, if it appears to them that 
his allegiance to the Pope is incompatible with the laws of the 
United States relatingto naturalization. . This, in our judg- 
ment, is worthy of being made a question. A Catholic is the 
same in every country. He wants to be named a Roman Cath- 
olic wherever you meet him. On the Alps,or among the Andes, 
in Japan or the Spanish Peninsula, in Morocco or at the Cape, 
Icy Cape, or Cape Horn, in a monarchy, in a popular or republi- 
can goverment he is still a tool of the Pope of Rome, and willing 
to be called a Roman. Hughes in hi debate with Breckenridge 
prayed to be called a Roman Catholic, and this doubtless because 
he is the Pope's subject, who claims temporal as well as spiritual 
dominion over every soul within the pale of mother church. 

In perfect conformity with these things, every Catholic is 
allowed to break all good faith with all the world but Papists in 
league with the See of Rome; and because that See has adjudged 
all the world heretics who are not of their communion. But if 
Catholics regard idolaters and Mahomeians their enemies, they do 
much more look at Protestants in that light. But why is this? 
The answer isat hand. Itis because protestants do more, than 
either Jews, Mahometans or Idolators, repudiate the temporal and 
spiritual claims of the Pope, their Ising. 

Remember, reader, that Peter showed the Saviour évo swords, 
and the Pope being the pretended successor of Peter, claims polit- 
ical as well as spiritual authority, over every soul. who acknow- 
ledges him to be the successor of that Apostle. Now every Cath- 
olic does this; every Catholic acknowledges the temporal author- 
ity of the Pope, therefore, every Catholic is politically a subject 
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- of the Pope. See what the Pope did to King John of England 
He stript him of ail power, and put the nation under arrest; and 
would have given it to another, if the deluded monarch had 
not sued for pardon. No Catholic then, is or can be, strictly 
speaking, a citizeu of these States; he may be ina secondary and 
Subordinate sense; but not as we protesients are, in the very high- 
est possible sense of the expression, citizens of the United States. 

In Mexico, ail Protestants have been ordered to leave the conn- 
try; so that Catholics have put usout of South America, so far; 
and now they organize an Institution, called St. Leopolds, for the 
purpose of bringing allin North America, under the temporal and 
spiritual power of the Pope; yes, to make the Ameriéans the 
temporal subjects of the Pope, is the avowed end of the Institution. 
Have they, thea,a right by our Constitution, to citizenship? - 

Thatis the question. If they have not, if they canuot be at 
once a subject of the Pope,and a citizen of the United States, 
then let our courts of law, cease toextend to them that citizenship 
for which Protestants eminently bled and died under the 
great fathers of the Revolution, and if any law of prohibition be 
framed, let it sun thus: “That no Catholic, or subject of the Pope, 
of Rome, shall emigrate to the United States.’ We are no alarm- 
ists; but we pledge ourself to prove, that every true Catholic is a 
subject of the Pope of Rome,and as such, is not entitled to the 
citizenship of these States. We could multiply facts and argu- 
ments, demoustrative of these things; but enough for the present ; 
we will end, by stating thefollowing question. - 

Is it Cons titutional, to enfranchise and make a citizen of the 
United States, a person who is reliyiously and politically, in sout 
anc body, subject of the Prince of Rome, commonly called the Pope 
ot Rome? 


NOTE. 


Ay Christian Order, No. 4, has not yet come on, we supply the above as collateta! 
tothe designs of the writer of the pieces under that caption, who, we understand, is a 
‘y distinguished and experienced member in the Church either of Pittsburgh,or Alleghany. 
‘Another member of equal eminence (here, says ina letter received this morning. “! 
ain glad to see that the brethren are directing their attention to the su! ject of Church 
Order. J perceive that one of our Pittshurgh brethren Las calied the attention of your 
readers tu it. [ am pleased to learn that Bro. Campbell also is preparing an Extra on 
the subject. It is ceriain that the character and provperity of the caure we plead 
depend much on anexemplary and dignified order being preserved in our popular 
assemblicsy. The cause of Reforniation has, in various instances which have come 
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under my own observation, suffered very materially from a want uf such order. But 
[trust that, as the disciples extend their experience and increase in knowledge, they 
will, agreeably to the Holy Scriptures, “Set in order the things that are wanting.” 


CHRISTIAN ORDER. 
NO. 4. 


The church has been reduced to so total a ruin by those who 
have had her interests in charge that no man living perhaps has 
yet been able to conceive of her precise appearance as organized 
by the Apostles and Evangelists. As it has fared with the true 
yospel, so has it fared with the true order and organization of the 
Church. In the former all the elements and the terms in Scrip- 
ture by which those elements are indicated, were deranged, misun- 
derstood, abused; in the latter, namely order, the same derange- 
nent, misunderstanding and abuse has obtained. So of the terms 
which stand for the ordinances and otlicers; which was first and 
which was last; how the worship of God was begun, continued, 
and ended, when the Disciples assembied in one place, are all mat- 
ters on which the mind dwells with mach dubiety ; the business of 
Deacon is even doubtful, though Lean see that the minds of the 
brethren seem to be attaining greaterassuranuce and more composed 
feelings on the duties of thatcflice. In relation to the ofhicer styled 
in scripture Bishopt,hings are still very unseitied. Sernctimes he 
would appear to be a very plain wan; atother times we hear such 
subtle and hypercritical expositions of Paul’s description of that 
officer as would make us believe him to be an angel in character 
end attainments, 

This paper 1s rot ciel with the intention of showing 
either what he is, or what he ought to be; but for remonstrating 
with the disciples s against every preliminary order of things which 
may at all og the final organization of the Church w ith servants 
and overseers. Some times Wwe crowd our assemblies Ww ith sem L 
and demi-semi offic ers until the passage to the episcopacy or 
bishop's otfice is wholly stopped up. Our safety however ts laid: 
in this maxim, Keep the office vacant and the way to it open, that 
is, keep it vacant until men appear in the congregation able and 
willing to hil it; and let the access or passage to this office remain 
unsiopped up by creatures of our own making, whether we call 
them presidents, rulers, elders, or “any other name. 

1. It is most probable from scriptere, if not absolutely certain 
from what Paul saysin his first letter to Timothy, chap. 2., that 
the worship of the Christian Church opened with prayer for alt 
men, Jews, Gentiles, and the church of Ged, and particularly for 
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Kings, and all who were in authority, that the brethren might lead 
a life of all quietness and sodliness under them. 

2d. That after this the: reading of the Apostles and Prophets 
was attended to; and if we may be allowed to refer to history in 
relation to this branch of worship, it was avery popular one, and 
practised at such length that many, who could not themselves read, 
did nevertheless by listening in the public assemblies commit to 
memory large portions of the divine writings. “Such was the 
advantage which some hearers in those days reaped from the 
benefit of having the Scriptures read, that itis very remarkable of 
one or two of them; that being men of good memories, they got 
the Scriptures by heart, without eny knowledge of letters, only by 
hearing them read constantly inthe Churches orelsewhere. Austin 
remarks this of Anthony, that without being able to read himself, 
he made such a proficiency in the knowledge of the scriptures, 
as both by hearing them read, to be able to repeat them, and by his 
own prudent meditation to understand them. And Gregory gives 
a like instance in one Servulus, a poor man at Rome, whe though 
he knew not a letter inthe book, yet purchasing a Bible, and 
entertaining religious men, he prevailed with them to read it con- 
stantly to him, by which means he perlectly learned the holy 
scriptures. “fis vet a move astonishing instance which Eusebius 
gives in one ofthe ‘Martyrs of Palestine, a blind man, called John, 
who had so happy a memcry, that he could repeat any part of the 
Bible as readily as others could read it; and he sometimes sup- 
plied the office of reader in the Church; and he did this to so great 
perfection, that Eusebius says, when he first heard him, he was 
perfectly amazed, and thought he had heard one reading out of a 
book, till he came a lithe more curiously to examine him, and 
found that he did it only by the eyes of his understanding, having 
the Scriptures written, not in books or tables of stone, but in tine 
tleshly tables of the heart. There are many such like instances 
in ancient bistory.— | 

3. After this came the teaching, exhortation, remonstrance, &c. 
derived trom the readings of the Apostles and Prophets: 

Then followed the eating of the supper. 

Finally a collection for the poor, in most instances, perhaps, 
distributed upon the spot. In this order there is no allowance for 
preaching; because the persons worshiping according to this order 
were Cliristians and bythem the ends of preaching had already 
been attained. Ifthen the world attend. our assemblies on the 
first day for hearing the gospel, it isto be considered a case extra, 
and the church seeing this, will make the allowance necessary to 


meet so special a case; i.e. she will make provision for those who 
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come, and have the gospel proclaimed if there: is any one present to 
do it. 

But now the question is whether these simple ordinances, of 
praying for all men, reading the Scriptures, mutual instruction, 
the supper, and the collection for the poor can be attended to by 
the members as such, oronly by men acting ex-officio; that is, on 
account of their being oflicers elected, inducted, and made 
Bishops. 

Before the church obtains bishops these ordinances, must from 
necessity, be atiended to by the membersas such. ‘Then the man 
who can open the assembly by prayer for all men, should wait on 
that matter; but not asa bishop, for he is not one. ‘The person 
who presides should do it diligently but only as a member and 
notex-officio for he has been gifted with no episcopal dignity, 
those who can read must atend on the reading; those who teach 
on teaching, those who exhort on exhortation, these who have a 
turn for the supper on the supper, those w hohave a _- for show- 
ing mercy, on the collection. 

Now by the member attending to these things as members, and 
not as officerselected, the way to the vacant office of bishop is left 
open; and so those itito whose hands God may put the care of all 
the saints, will finda ready and free access 'o that distinguished 
rank in the church so soon as the Holy Spirit sees fit to set them as 
overseers over the flock which the head has prvgreces with his 
own blood. 

The discipline and business of the church, can be accor plished 
by select committees, for the church has the right, to elect special 
agents, not officers, for special matters. And as this last observa- 
tion can be proved true from scripture, the Church may name her 
especial agents who shall open and close the meeting, read, teach, 
exhort, wait at the supper, collect for the poor, distribute it &e. 

The man or men who preside should, after opening the meeting, 
do nothing more than preside. 

[t is very contrary to all order to see sucha person exhorting, 
or teaching, or attending to the supper, or reading, or perhaps, as is 
sometimes the case, doing all these things tovether. But more of 
this hereafter, Eprror. 


New Lissox, 93d Oct., 1835. 
Scotr. 


‘lhe cause which we plead is progressing slowly, but steadily in this part of 
Ohio. A reformation is going on among the disciples themselves and this you 
know is very necessary in order to the reformation of the world. As the saints 
of God, we should always be looking for and hastening unto the coming of hie 
Son. We shall then purify ourselvesas he is pure. May we so think, so speak, 
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and so walk, as to meet the approbation of our glorious Saviour when he shall 
appear in the clouds of Heaven, attended by all his mighty angels. Ob! brother 
Scott, with what joy shall we arise from the tomb and fly up to meet himin the 
air. | | 

These vile bodies shall be changed and we shall put on the image of Jesus; 
_ “this morta! shall put on immortality, and this corruptible shall puton incorrup- 
tion.” | 

Tafew daysago, attended a three days meeting of the brethren on the plains — 
of Sandy, in Stark county. The disciples in that part of the county are numer- 
ous. I was informed that in the town of Minerva, and within a few miles 
round,there are near one thousand disciples. Between four and five hundred 
attended the meeting on the plainsof Sandy. We had a joyful time. Two 
| were immersed.~ No sectarian presumes to come among the brethren on San- 
dy, to propagate their doctrine, notwithstanding they open their meeting houses 
to men of all sects, and even to Morinons and Sceptics; but they always take 
the liberty of replying to what is said, and it is therefore not necessary to have 
locks to their meeting houses. Some of the brethren referred to above are toler- 
ably wealthy. They are able to support those who spend their time in teaching 
the word of life; and I ain happy to be justified in saying that they not only 


possess the ability, but also the disposition, ‘They have engaged brother George 
Lucy, a man of prudence, zeal, and an extensive knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to travel and proclaim the word, and they have promised to support him. 


I rejoice that the disciples are beginning to see the necessity of co-operating to 
convert the world thatliesin wickedness, 

I learn through the Evangelist and the Harbinger, that many of the churches 
in this reformation do not discharge their duty to those who labor among thein 
in wordand in doctrine. Now this Lam sory to hear; but | must do the 
saints, among whom | have labored this summer, justice by saying, that as far 
as it respects myself, they have done their duty: they have supplied my tem- 
poral wants. ‘The cause which we advocate musttake the world: for it is the 
cause of God. Let us fight like valiant soldiers; let us forget those things that 
are past and look tothose that are future; let us esteem the reproach of Christ 
the greatest of riches, and press to the mark for the prize of our high calling of - 
God, in Christ Jesus. | 

Yours, very affectionately, WARNICK MARTIN. 
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